THE FEW WHO SAVED THE MANY
by R.A.F. Headquarters, Middle East, on December
23, 'that this is the second occasion since hostilities
began in the Middle East that irrefutable evidence
has been received of a R.A.F. pilot having been
machine-gunned while making a parachute descent,
This follows the practice of Italian pilots adopted in
the Spanish war.5
No doubt it is a satisfaction to the Italian fighter
pilot to feel that sometimes at least he has the British
pilot at his mercy; he cannot have that feeling very
often in ordinary circumstances. Our men have shot
the Italian fighters and bombers to bits on many
occasions; on November u, for instance, when they
destroyed thirteen of them in the Thames Estuary
with no loss to themselves. The superiority of our
airmen has been due in part, but by no means solely,
to their better equipment. The Italians have not yet
discarded the use of biplane fighters of wooden con-
struction. This type of machine is entirely out of
date.3 There have been three stages in fighter design
in the last fifteen years. The first was the stage of the
wooden biplane with fabric covering. It was suc-
ceeded by the era of the biplane with high-tensile
steel framework. The third stage, the present one, is
that of the all-metal, stressed-skin cantilever mono-
plane. We, the Germans and the Americans have
been for some years in the third of these stages. The
Italians are still hardly beyond the fast. That fact is
1 'Despite the brilliance of her designers, Italy entered- the
war with her ai|||force for the most part flying out-o%iate
types.*   (Major f. A. de V. Robertson, Nineteenth
December 1940.)
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